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I S L A M An Introduction
Why Islam ?
• 1.2 billion worldwide
• 1 of 5 people in the world
• Fastest growing religion in the US
and Europe
• 6-8 million in the US
• Significant US Interests in the
Muslim World

I S L A M An Introduction
• Part 1: The Faith
• Part 2: The Practice
• Part 3: The Ethics

Part 1: THE FAITH THEOLOGY
The Kingdom of the heavens,
The earth, and what they all contain,
B e l o n g t o G o d a l o n e ,
And over everything He reigns.
Holy Qur’an 5:120

• Central Theology of Islam:

only ONE GOD

Part 1: THE FAITH THEOLOGY
THE STORY OF CREATION : LESSONS
Divine Conversation

• One God
• One Humanity
• One Religion

Part 1: THE FAITH THEOLOGY
ONE GOD

Divine Conversation

• Allah is the Arabic name for God
Same word used by Jews for God in Hebrew (Eloah, plural Elohim)
And same word Jesus used to pray to God in Aramaic:
ELOI, ELOI, LAMA SABACHTHANI?
“My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken me? (Mark 15:34).
ALLELUYA = YA ALLA HU = OH! Allah
God translated to Allah in
Arabic translations of the Bible.

Part 1: THE FAITH THEOLOGY
ONE GOD

Divine Conversation
A page from Exodus
in
an Arabic Bible:

Part 1: THE FAITH THEOLOGY
ONE GOD

Divine Conversation

Most important belief in Islam:
Tawheed (monotheism)
Say: He is Allah, God the One,
God is the Absolute, Eternal One.
He fathered none, Nor was He born,
And equal onto Him is none.
Qur’an, chapter 112

Part 1: THE FAITH THEOLOGY
ONE GOD

Divine Conversation

• Tawheed (Monotheism):
1. Recognizing who He is

2. Recognizing what we owe Him

Part 1: THE FAITH THEOLOGY
ONE GOD

Divine Conversation

• Tawheed (Monotheism):
1. Recognizing who He is
 Affirming the oneness and uniqueness of His
nature and attributes

2. Recognizing what we owe Him
 Affirming our obligation to worship/obey Him alone

Part 1: THE FAITH THEOLOGY
ONE GOD

Divine Conversation

• Tawheed (Monotheism):
1. Recognizing who He is

2. Recognizing what we owe Him

•The Opposite of Tawheed: SHIRK
Associating partners with God in His divinity,
Lordship or attributes  Only unforgivable sin

Part 1: THE FAITH THEOLOGY
ONE HUMANITY

Divine Conversation

• One human family (Bani Adam)
O mankind! We created you from a single male
and a female, and made you into nations and
tribes, that ye may know each other (not that ye
may despise each other). Verily the most honored
of you in the sight of god is the most morally
righteous of you.
Qur’an 49:13

Part 1: THE FAITH THEOLOGY
ONE RELIGION

Divine Conversation

• God periodically sent down guidance to human
beings to enable them to find the way to Him
• 3 Central Tenets:

• Tawheed
• Risalah (Prophets and Messengers)
• Akhira (Life after Death)
This religion is called ISLAM :
“surrender, submission to God”

Part 1: THE FAITH THEOLOGY
ONE RELIGION: Risalah

Conversation
• Allah sentDivine
Prophets/Messengers
to every nation as
guides
• SOME PROPHETS: Adam, Nuh (Noah), Ibrahim (Abraham),
Ismaeel (Ishmael), Ishaq (Isaac), Yaqoub (Jacob/(Israel),
Yusuf (Joseph), Musa (Moses), Harun (Aaron), Daud (David),
Sulayman (Solomon), Zakareya, Yahya (John), Isa (Jesus),
Muhammad (peace be on them)
• DIVINE BOOKS: Torah, Zabur (Psalms), Injeel (Gospel),
Quran
• Muslims must believe in all of the above without distinction

Part 1: THE FAITH THEOLOGY
ONE RELIGION: The Prophet
Divine Conversation

Muhammad

• Muhammad is the Seal of the Prophethood
• Remarkable life, born in Arabia 570CE, descendant of
Abraham through his son Ishmael (Ismaeel), 63 generations
• Began to receive revelation from God at age 40, died at age
63, in 23 years transformed the entire region from
paganism/idol worship to the worship of one God
• Entire life and teachings recorded in remarkable detail,
captured in the Sunnah: the second source of Islamic Law

Part 1: THE FAITH THEOLOGY
ONE RELIGION: The Prophet
Divine Conversation

Muhammad

GEORGE BERNARD SHAW:
"He must be called the Saviour of Humanity. I believe that if a man like him were to
assume the dictatorship of the modern world, he would succeed in solving its problems
in a way that would bring it much needed peace and happiness."
(The Genuine Islam, Singapore, Vol. 1, No. 8, 1936)
MICHAEL HART:
My choice of Muhammad to lead the list of the world's most
influential persons may surprise some readers and may be
questioned by others, but he was the only man in history who was
supremely successful on both the religious and secular levels.
It is this unparalleled combination of secular and religious influence
which I feel entitles Muhammad to be considered the most
influential single figure in human history.
(A Ranking of the Most Influential Persons in History)

Part 1: THE FAITH THEOLOGY
ONE RELIGION: The Holy Qur’an

Conversation
• The Qur’anDivine
is the
final revelation to humanity
• Revealed by the Archangel Gabriel (Jibreel) to the Prophet
Muhammad in the Arabic language
• Dictated to scribes and immediately compiled into a book
• Memorized in Arabic from beginning to end by many Muslims
• Exists today in the same unaltered state as it was revealed
• 114 chapters, over 6000 verses

Part 1: THE FAITH THEOLOGY
ONE RELIGION: Akhira
Conversation
• Every soulDivine
shall
taste death
• Day of Resurrection, Accounting
• Heaven or Hell for eternity

When Earth is shaken with the last convulsion,
When Earth ejects her every load and burden,
And man will cry, “What shall unto her happen?”
That day she brings her tidings to the open,
According to the inspiration, that has your Lord unto her given.
That day shall men proceed in groups divided, and will be shown all
that they did.
And then he who an atom’s weight of good has done, shall see it,
And he who did an atom’s weight of evil shall also see it.
Qur’an chapter 99

Part 2: THE PRACTICE  PILLARS

Part 2: THE PRACTICE  PILLARS
5 Pillars:
1. Testimony
2. Prayer
3. Charity
4. Fasting

5. Pilgrimage

Part 2: THE PRACTICE  PILLARS
Shahadah:
The Testimony of Faith

Pillar 1

“I bear witness that there is
no god but Allah, and that
Muhammad is the
messenger of Allah.”

Part 2: THE PRACTICE  PILLARS
Salah: The 5 Daily Prayers

Pillar 2

Part 2: THE PRACTICE  PILLARS
Salah: The 5 Daily Prayers

Pillar 2

• Obligatory at 5 fixed periods per
day
• Begins with ritual purification with
water
• Consists of fixed movements and
prayers, including prostration, and
facing the direction of Makkah
(which is North East from US)
** Prostration before God is
considered the highest form of

Part 2: THE PRACTICE  PILLARS
Zakah: Charity
• Obligatory annual charity, due at 2.5%
of savings
• Optional charity occurs in many forms

Pillar 3

** Reminder that our wealth is really from
God and that we bear responsibility
towards the less fortunate

Part 2: THE PRACTICE  PILLARS
Sawm: Fasting

*** Purpose not to starve ourselves but to
provide for a temporary period with no
distractions ***

Pillar 4

• Obligatory fast in the month of
Ramadan: abstaining from food, drink and
sexual relations from dawn to dusk
• Month of spiritual training, discipline,
generosity
• There are also numerous methods of
optional fasting
• The sick and elderly are exempt!

Part 2: THE PRACTICE  PILLARS
Sawm: Fasting

Pillar 4

Part 2: THE PRACTICE  PILLARS
Sawm: Fasting
• Muslims traditionally open their fast at
sunset with dates

Pillar 4

Part 2: THE PRACTICE  PILLARS
Hajj: Pilgrimage to Makkah

Pillar 5

Part 2: THE PRACTICE  PILLARS
Hajj: Pilgrimage to Makkah

Pillar 5

• Pilgrimage rites to Makkah due once
per lifetime for those with the means
• Largest human assembly in the world
• Rites performed in the Grand Mosque
built by Abraham and his son Ishmael

Part 2: THE PRACTICE  PILLARS
Hajj: Pilgrimage to Makkah
Malcolm X (Malik al-Shabazz):

Pillar 5

“Never have I witnessed such sincere hospitality
and the overwhelming spirit of true brotherhood
as is practiced by people of all colors and races
here in this ancient Holy Land, the home of
Abraham, Muhammad and all the other
Prophets of the Holy Scriptures. . . They were of
all colors, from blue-eyed blonds to blackskinned Africans. But we were all participating in
the same ritual, displaying a spirit of unity and
brotherhood that my experiences in America
had led me to believe never could exist between
the white and non-white.” [Autobiography of
Malcolm X]

Part 3: THE ETHICS

Part 3: THE ETHICS
The Sanctity of Life
Whosoever kills a human being without (any
reason like) man slaughter, or corruption on
earth, it is as though he had killed all mankind.
[Qur’an 5:32]
Do not kill a soul which God has made sacred
except through the due process of law ...
[Qur’an 6:151]

Part 3: THE ETHICS
The Basic Equality of Humans
The Prophet Muhammad:
No Arab has any superiority over a non-Arab,
nor does a non-Arab have any superiority over
an Arab. Nor does a white man have any
superiority over a black man, or the black man
any superiority over the white man. You are all
the children of Adam, and Adam was created
from clay. (al-Bayhaqi and al-Bazzar)

Part 3: THE ETHICS
The Rights of Civilians
The Prophet Muhammad to a dispatched army:
Be dispatched with the name of God, on the
way of the Messenger of God, and do not kill an
old person, nor a child or young person, nor a
woman. Do not steal from the booty and amass
it. Always seek reconciliation, and act in a
superior way for God loves those who act in the
best manner. [Abu Daud # 2247]
Do not kill the people who are sitting in places of
worship. [Musnad Ahmad]

Part 3: THE ETHICS
The Rights of Animals
The Prophet Muhammad:
A woman entered the Hell-Fire because of a cat
which she had tied, neither giving it food nor
setting it free to eat from the vermin of the earth.
[Bukhari #3071, Muslim #4160, Darimi #2693 ]
A dog was going round a well once, about to die
of thirst. A prostitute of the Isrealites saw it, took
off her shoe and watered it. God forgave her
because of that good deed. [Bukhari #3208,
Muslim #4163, Ahmad #10178 ]

Part 3: THE ETHICS
Repelling Evil with Good
Good and evil are not alike
Repel evil with something better,
And lo! He shall become a bosom friend,
Who used to be your long-time hater.
[Qur’an 41:34]

I S L A M An Introduction
Bridges of Understanding
O mankind! We created you from a single
male and a female, and made you into
nations and tribes, that ye may know each
other (not that ye may despise each
other). Verily the most honored of you in
the sight of god is the most morally
righteous of you.
Qur’an 49:13

